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Synopsis

This new Beginner Book about manic skiing squirrelsA¢a -a by J. Hamilton Ray with illustrations
by Pascal LemaitreA¢a -4 *has the feeling of an old classic read-aloud. "Nobody knew how the
mania grew. First there was one, and then there were two. Three more came gliding from under the
trees. LOOK! On the hill. Those are squirrels on skis! Below lay the town, snow-covered and still.
Not a sound could be heard. All was silent, until . . .A A SwwwishhhhA A swooped the skiers, all
dressed for play. Eighty-five squirrels and more on the way!" As you can imagine, the townsfolk are
NOT amused. Can intrepid reporter Sally Sue Breeze find out where the squirrels are getting their
skis-and make them stop skiing long enough to eat lunch-before pest-control guy Stanley Powers
sucks them up in his vacuum device? (Don’'t worryA¢a -4 +Sally triumphs in a most unexpected
way.) With delightfully understated, funny illustrations by Pascal Lemaitre, this is the perfect book for
beginning readers to curl up and chill out with on a snow dayA¢a -4 «or any day!Originally created
by Dr. Seuss, Beginner Books encourage children to read all by themselves, with simple words and

illustrationsA A that give clues to their meaning.
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K-Gr 2A¢a —a ceSquirrels racing on skis invade a quiet snow-laden town, causing havoc among the
townsfolk. Each tiny creature, wearing colorful earmuffs and matching knee pads, schusses down
the nearby mountain slope and through the city center, jumping off rooftops, rushing down
neighborhood streets, rampaging through the cemetery, and even catapulting off a steeple. Finally,
the mayor calls the local pest-control guy to get rid of the wild rodents. Stanley recommends his
vacuum device until Sally Sue Breeze, A¢a -A“the reporter who could not have been

shorter,A¢a —A- steps up to say that there’s got to be a more humane solution. She discovers a
rabbit squatting in the Old Acme Popsicle Stick Factory, illegally selling popsicle sticks and
toothpicks to the squirrels in exchange for acorns. Then Sally Sue comes up with a plan to get the
squirrels to leave. Formatted in the classic easy-reader style, the text consists of four-line stanzas,
and the colorful cartoons are expressive and animated. A perfect read for young humor lovers; think
the Oncelers (from The Sneeches) meet Marvin K. Mooney (both Random).A¢a -a ceJanet Weber,
Tigard Public Library, ORA A (c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary

of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

J. HAMILTON RAY is a children’s television writer and producer. He’s won two Emmy Awards for
Outstanding Writing for Children, and among the many programs he has written for and produced is
the hit PBS Kids television show Between the Lions. He has also produced animated videos of
picture books, among them many by Dr. Seuss and P. D. Eastman. He and his wifeA¢a -4 «the
novelist C. A. BelmondA¢a -4 «divide their time between the woods of Redding, CT. (where the

squirrel-watching is great), and France. Squirrels on Skis is his first book.

By far the cutest book in the world! Perfect for my third grade class! Absolutely amazing!! Would buy

two if possible!
My grandson loved the book and picked it up very quickly. With a little help he was able to read it
and found it enjoyable. He loved being able to handle most of the words himself. A good choice for

his age- six years old.

Absolutely adorable book. How is this not a mainstream childrens book? | will be gifting this again

for sure!

| got this book in hopes of getting my 2 year old excited for the upcoming ski season. She’s beyond



elated with this book and has the whole thing memorized, we read it every night. My motive for

having the book paid off too, she’s in her ski gear nearly every night and ready for snow!

My 3 year old just started skiing so | ordered this for Christmas. She loves it, | love it! Such a fun

rhyming book! Would highly recommend it to anyone.

Great book, great illustrations. We first got it as a library book, but read it so many times we decided

to buy it. Well worth the cost.

Grand kids favorite fun to read

Kids love to read over and over especially before and on ski strip. Really cute story!
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